The floristic account of southern Orissa, often considered incomplete, was sporadically approached by Mooney, Gamble, Haines and subsequent workers. It provides an ideal background for further exploration and discovery of taxonomic novelties (Rout et al. 2007 ). An interesting macrofungus was collected from the foot hills of Kutrumali Hills in Koraput District of southern Orissa. Critical study of the material revealed it to be a hitherto unrecorded species from the Eastern Ghats (Lee 1957; Ainsworth et al. 1971; Alexopolous et al. 1996; Hemmes & Desjardin 1999; Lockwood 2001; Martin 2002; Desjardin et al. 2004; Jamaluddin et al. 2004; Brown et al. 2006 Taxonomy: Phallus indusiatus has many common names based on its appearance, including long net stinkhorn, crinoline stinkhorn, basket stinkhorn; bridal veil fungus or veiled lady. This gives rise to its alternate common name of bamboo fungus or bamboo pith, and it is known as "Indrajal" among the tribals of Orissa. Phallus indusiatus Vent. & Pers. is a partial saprobe (Ainsworth et al. 1971 ) growing on dead tree trunk and beneath the soil intermittently with the formation of reproductive structures called "eggs" (young stage of basidiocarp) with a conspicuous rhizomorph at the base existing in the substratum. The eggs are hypogeous when young and become epigeous at maturity (Alexopolous et al. 1996) . The mature stinkhorn is up to 15cm tall girded with a netlike structure, the indusium or 'skirt', which hangs down around 7cm from the conical cap. The skirt's netlike openings are polyhedral or round in shape. The cap is 2-4 cm high and covered with a greenish-brown slime termed as "gleba". The stalk is 7-12 cm high and 0.2-0.5 cm in diameter. The matured basidiocarp is about 12-14 cm tall, receptacle white, 1.8-2.8 cm thick, cylindrical, spongy, perforated with bulbous base. Gleba (cap-fertile portion of basidiocarp) 1.8-2.8 cm, dark metallic green and celled with an apical pore, sticky, gelatinous, odoriferous and decreasing with age. Indusium 8-12 cm in length, 8-30 cm in diameter, yellowish-white, porous, margin wavy, semi elastic and increasing with age; volva 2.4-2.8 cm, white and thick. The life cycle of Phallus indusiatus is for 15-30 days, including vegetative (formation of mycelium) and reproductive (formation of basidiocarp) stages. Their method of reproduction is different from many mushrooms, which use the air to spread their spores. Stinkhorns instead produce a sticky spore mass on their tip, which has a sharp, sickly-sweet odour of carrion to attract bees and flies. The mature fruiting bodies can be smelt from a considerable distance in the woods, and at close quarters most people find the cloying stink extremely repulsive. The flies land in the gleba and consume the slime, depositing it as excrement elsewhere. In older fungi the slime is eventually removed, the pale off-white bare pitted and ridge surface is exposed. The fruiting occurred during the months of October-November. To facilitate easy identification, the photograph is provided here (Image 1). 
